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FROM THE MISSION DIRECTOR

Hello,
I welcome you to this new month and
present to you July 2021 edition of
“Watchman’s Trumpet”. Our theme is
“Increase and Fruitfulness in the Family”
We live in challenging times; a time in
which there are problems everywhere.
Yet, God expects commitment. One of
the areas where God expect commitment
is in family relationship. In situations
where an individual member of a family
care for himself or herself alone,
vulnerable members of the family
especially children will suffer. This will
eventually affect the whole community
and society.
Dysfunctional families are probably today
the most significant factor responsible for
increasing crime rate in modern society.
Against this background, this magazine is
written to inspire hope; that, if there are
problems in our families (or in any
family), rather than abandon our
responsibilities, there is someone we can
run to who can help us; there is a
shoulder we can cry on.
God is interested in the family. He is
interested in meeting all our needs and
solving all our problems. He has done it
before, He will do it again. Quite a
percentage of problems that Jesus solved
when he was on earth, directly addressed
and relieved family hurt. Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday, today and forever
Hebrews 13:8.

Elisha was considered to be a type of
Christ in terms of the use of miracles to
relieve human suffering. This month’s
magazine drew attention to three
remarkable miracles in the ministry of
Elisha and uses it to highlight God’s
interest and commitment, including
His promises to help provide solution
to family problems. Not only did He
eliminate
past
difficulties
and
challenges facing these families, He
launched them on a pad to glorious
future where their testimonies can edify
and encourage others to trust in God.
The world is waiting for your own
testimonies too; and it will come as you
prayerfully read this magazine. God will
meet every need and solve every
problem in your family. He will
increase you more and more in Jesus
name. Welcome!
RECEIVING FROM THE LORD
FOR THE FAMILY
“Now there cried a certain woman of

the wives of the sons of the prophets
unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my
husband is dead; and thou knowest that
thy servant did fear the Lord: and the
creditor is come to take unto him my
two sons to be bondmen” 2 Kings 4:1.
“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my
name: ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full” John 14:24.
Elisha was considered to be a type of
Christ in terms of the use of miracles to
relieve human suffering at a time of
universal suffering and apostasy.
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The poor, the underprivileged and
even faithful believers suffer much in
times that wickedness and God’s
judgment on sin reigns supreme in a
land. At such times, God’s mercy
and His multiplied grace minister
deliverance to those who trust in the
Lord. Such mercies and miracles at
such times convinces individuals,
especially those who fear the Lord,
who benefitted from these miracles
that God exists, and that He is
interested in the affairs of men. They
are reassured that God is committed
to rewarding those who diligently
seek Him. It enhances their resolve
to live right and stand for the truth.
Three miracles performed by Elisha
in second Kings Chapter four clearly
illustrated this and clearly revealed
God’s love for the family and His
desire to bless men in difficult times.
The first was a release of a widow
and children of a late prophet from
indebtedness. The second is
miraculous
conception
of
a
Shunemite woman and her giving
birth to a son when all hopes were
lost. The third involve raising back to
life the child when he died. The
circumstances leading to the
performance of these miracles
revealed God’s interest in blessing

families and meeting all family
needs.
We shall consider three subtopics:
1. Asking to receive for the family
2. Beginning with what we have
3. Obedience: evidence of faith in
God’s promises
1. Asking to receive or the family

“Hitherto have ye asked nothing
in my name: ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full”
John 16:24.
A prophet among the guild of
prophets that Elisha led died and
left behind debt for his widow and
two sons. The creditors came and
wanted to take his two sons away
and make them slaves. The
woman cried to Elisha for help.
From the woman’s narration, the
late prophet was well known to
Elisha and Elisha could testify that
he lived and died as a God-fearing
servant of the Lord. The lesson
here is that afflictions come to the
wicked and the righteous alike.
Our comfort is that even though
the affliction of the righteous may
be many, God will deliver them
out of them all. Psalm 34:19.
One wonders why it took a
worsening of their situation for
this widow to call Elisha’s
attention to this family’s problem.
The coming of the creditors to
take the late prophet’s sons as
bondmen awoke this widow to the
reality and possibility of prayers.
We here learn that righteousness
and fear of God does not replace
our commitment to fervent
dynamic prayer life, rather it
should complement it. The
righteous is expected to pray
fervently for them to be delivered
from the evils and dangers in this
world. We are to pray without
ceasing, 1 Thessalonians 5:17. We
are to pray always to escape evils
in the world Luke 21:36. We are
not to faint at the post of prayers
Luke 18:1. We are to ask till we
receive, we are to seek till we find,
and we are to knock till the doors
are opened to us Matthew 7:7.
We are to ask till our joy becomes
full. Jesus taught us to pray that
God should deliver us from the
evils in the world.

2. Beginning with what we have

“And Elisha said unto her, What shall I
do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the
house? And she said, Thine handmaid
hath not anything in the house, save a pot
of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee
vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even
empty vessels; borrow not a few. And
when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the
door upon thee and upon thy sons, and
shalt pour out into all those vessels, and
thou shalt set aside that which is full. 2
Kings 4:2-4.
He asked her what she has in the house
that God’s blessings might come upon and
from which she may experience relieve
from her indebtedness. God created the
world out of nothing. He could still do so,
but after creation many things existed
around us from which we can profit and
prosper if we can prayerfully, meditatively
and reflectively look around us and if God
can open our eyes as He did to Hagar in
the wilderness.

When God opens men’s eyes, they begin
to see how much they have who had
previous thought that they have nothing. If
we have salvation, if we have the hope of
eternal life, if our names are written in
heaven, if God is our Father, if we are His
sons and daughters, if we have abundant
grace to live the kind of lives that He
approves, if we have His wonderful
promises which addresses every areas and
aspects of human wants and needs, if we
have the name of Jesus and the blood that
He sheds for our redemption,, if we have
the privilege and liberty to pray and study
His word, if we have the help and comfort
of God’s Holy Spirit within us, a Bible
believing church and a pastor to counsel
us and pray for us, then we cannot rightly
claim that we have nothing. All we need is
to know how to use what we have to get
what we want. The starting point most
times is prayers. Prayers for revelation and
solution. God have the ability to multiply
our resources, intellect and strengths; and
from such multiplication solve our
financial problems and meet all our needs.

3. Obedience; evidence of faith in God’s
promises

“So she went from him, and shut the
door upon her and upon her sons, who
brought the vessels to her; and she
poured out. And it came to pass, when
the vessels were full, that she said unto
her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he
said unto her, there is not a vessel more.
And the oil stayed” 2 kings 4:5, 6.
The widow implicitly obeyed Elisha’s
instructions. Obedience to God brings
blessing. With regard to obedience we
must take good notice of the details of
the instructions that come from the
Lord. The widow was instructed by
Elisha to borrow vessels – something she
could use without incurring more debt or
suffering further loss or hurt. She was not
asked to go and take Bank loans or
money that will add debts to her debts.
She obeyed to the extent that she was
sure

Elisha recognized that she is in good
standing and had good relationship with
them her neigbours. It pays well for us to
learn to maintain good relationship with
our neighbours. Those who truly fear
God love their neighbours too and strive
to maintain good relationship with them.
After the miracle, this widow returned to
Elisha for further instructions on what to
do next. She did not presume that the
Lord wanted her to sell when she has not
received clear command to sell. She is
such a one that can trust God by keeping
to His instructions one step at a time.
We must not lean on our own
understanding or interpretation. We
must learn to wait for God and wait on
Him.
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WATCHMAN PRAYER
HOUR

The Mission, based in Ibadan, Nigeria,
was launched in 2009 and its maiden
outing took place on the 20th November
of the same year. On that day, we
partnered with All Nations Evangelical
Ministry (ANEM), Akobo, Ibadan for
Evangelistic and Medical Mission
Outreach to Idi - Ose Village on
Arulogun – Olorunda Road in Lagelu
Local Government, Ibadan.

ABOUT WATCHMAN
OUTREACH MISSION

Watchman Outreach Mission as
envisioned fundamentally comprises
of men and women of faith who
watch over one another and together
watch for the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Next to this primary
assignment is an equally important
responsibility of bringing others into
the same state of watchfulness and
readiness as the coming of the Lord
draws near. Ours is a transministerial,
trans-denominational
mission. Our core values include
expository teaching, prayer and
counselling. We train in principles
and
practice
of
Christian
discipleship and equip for effective
Kingdom Service.
The Lord Jesus Christ in one of His
parable said “While the bridegroom

tarried, they all slumbered and
slept” Mathew 25:5. Watchman
Outreach Mission is a response of
faith to this and similar warnings
about events in the last days. Our
response is based on the premise
that prophesies, visions and
revelations about the future such as
the one documented in the Lord’s
parable of the Wise and Foolish
Virgins are sign-posts by which men
are warned to keep vigil to avoid
disastrous end. We serve to wake up
the church and men everywhere to
remain alert and watch for the
Lord’s return.

In the years that followed we networked
with churches and other Christian groups
too to implement our mandate which
include conducting gospel outreaches,
discipleship training for new converts,
organizing and facilitating workers and
ministerial
training,
conducting
administrative reviews in churches and
ministries, writing of proposals for
reforms and church growth strategies that
can enhance social cohesion, improve
church finances and foster overall
development, unity and growth of such
ministries; monitoring and/or supervision
of the implementation of such reforms
and strategies.
Some of these Christian groups and
ministries include with Christ Apostolic
Church, Oke – Ife in Ajangboju, Ibadan,
Nigerian Military Christian Fellowship,
Adekunle Fajuyi Cantonment Chapter in
Oyo – State Nigeria, Christ Gospel
Mission International, Light of Jesus
Evangelistic Ministry with branches in
different cities in South Western Nigeria,
and Ark of Salvation Church of Christ
(ASCC) with headquarters at Molade,
Monatan Ibadan.
Till date, although partnered ministries
change from time to time depending on
the leading we receive from the Lord, we
remain committed to our main purpose
and vision; that of service to the church
and in the world to wake up men
everywhere and encourage them to
remain alert and watch for the Lord’s
return. Through our activities, souls had
been saved, believers edified and church
workers’
spiritual
growth
and
development enhanced, all to the glory of
God.
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Prayer Points – For July 2021
1. Thank God for His promises of
increase and fruitfulness for families
in His word
2. Thank God for your family and the
promises of God that you have
enjoyed in the past.
3. Pray
for
open
doors
of
opportunities on earth, open
window of blessings from heaven
and divine favour everyhere for
your family
4. Pray for divine revelation and
solution to all identified family
problems that you have right now;
mention them one after the other.
5. Pray for grace to obey all
instructions that God gives as
solution to the indentified problems
6. Pray that God will increase you
more and more Psalm 115:14; pray
that wealth and riches from God
will fill your house Psalm 112:3
7. Pray for your spouse and children
by name one after the other
8. Pray for protection and for
presevation from all evils.
9. Pray for faith mothers, nursing
mothers, children in schools, those
looking for jobs, healing, victory
over temptations and deliverance
among our family members
“ …… men ought always to pray, and
not to faint;’ Luke 18:1
May the Lord hear and answer all our
prayers – AMEN!
Watchman Prayer Hour holds every
Saturday from 10.30am – 12.00MD.
We invite you to join us at our office in
78/80 Nepa (IBEDC) Building,
Opposite U.I. Second Gate, Ibadan .
Oyo – State. You can also follow us
live on any of our Social media
platforms and send inquiries or prayer
requests to any of our digtal addresses.
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aside that which is full” 2 Kings 4:3-4.

DIVINE
MULTIPLICATION
PRINCIPLE
“The Lord will open to you his
good treasury, the heavens, to give
rain to your land in its season and
to bless all the work of your
hands. And you shall lend to
many nations, but you shall not
borrow”. Deuteronomy 28:12
“For I will have respect unto you,
and make you fruitful, and
multiply you, and establish my
covenant with you. And ye shall
eat old store, and bring forth the
old because of the new. Leviticus
26:9, 10
God has ability to multiply our
resources and investments. Jesus
has the ability to multiply what we
have
and
through
such
multiplication meet our pressing
needs and solve our problems.
He did when He twice fed hungry
multitude who listened to His
teachings when He was on earth.
Isaac became very wealthy by
hundredfold multiplication of the
crops he planted in a single year.
Jesus is the same and God has not
changed. This means that divine
multiplication principle will work
in every generation if we
understand how it works. To
understand it, we must take note
of certain things related to how
Elisha met the widow’s need in
our story this month.
Thus, we shall consider three
subtopics:
1. Borrowing vessels for
temporary use
2. Pouring our oil to receive
miraculous increase
3. Resource management and
financial prudence
1. Borrowing
vessels
temporary use

for

“Go, borrow thee vessels abroad
of all thy neighbours, even empty
vessels; borrow not a few. And
when thou art come in, thou shalt
shut the door upon thee and upon
thy sons, and shalt pour out into
all those vessels, and thou shalt set

The widow was asked to borrow vessels
already owned in use and in the hands or
houses of others. She was not asked to
go and buy vessels on credit, something
she may never use again after the
expiration of the miracle. Impulsive
buying is often the bane of many
people’s impoverishment. In our plan to
make purchases, we must consider the
long run usefulness, rather than short
time benefit. Things that have long-term
or long-range benefit or usefulness are to
be preferred over things that only serve
an immediate purpose. Such things that
we only intend using once in a life time
or long term, we can borrow to return
rather than buy. This widow was
commanded by Elisha to pour out what
she has to receive more. It is blessed to
give. When we give, we shall receive.
Giving to God and giving to others is
comparable to pouring out. When we
give it shall be given to us again in full
measures, pressed down, shaken
together and running over Luke 6:38.
Giving is an investment that will always
yield multiple dividends. However, to get
the best returns from giving, it must be
faith based. It must be in response to
divine guidance and must be done in
faith and prayerfully.

2. Pouring out oil to receive miraculous
increase
“So she went from him, and shut the

door upon her and upon her sons, who
brought the vessels to her; and she
poured out …” 2 kings 4:5.
First, let us understand that whatever we
sow, we shall reap. If we want oil we
must pour out oil, if we want money we
must share our money with others in
need. We must sow the kind of seed that
we plan to harvest. If we want love we
must sow love, if we want joy, we must
sow joy.
Secondly, she was also instructed to shut
the door when pouring out oil.

Shutting the door also was meant to make
them avoid distraction. There are times of
contact, relationship with the Lord and
obedience to His commands that we need
to shut the door. We must have a way of
keeping out impossibility thinkers and
pessimists.
Thirdly, we also learn a principle here
concerning the grace of God. Grace grows
more from pouring it out into others.
Fourthly, to be filled, we must be empty.
Men are vessels in God’s hands. We must
regularly empty ourselves to receive from
God
3. Resource management and financial
prudence
“And it came to pass, when the vessels

were full, that she said unto her son, Bring
me yet a vessel. And he said unto her,
There is not a vessel more. And the oil
stayed. Then she came and told the man
of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and
pay thy debt, and live thou and thy
children of the rest” 2 Kings 4:6-7.
The widow was told to sell and pay her
debts with the proceeds from the oil and
live on the rest with her sons. This calls for
prudence in management of resources.
Lack of prudence will make them return to
indebtedness. Wastefulness, carelessness,
procrastination, laziness and prayerlessness
could make them lose all that they have
received. We must be wise in the
management of resources that we receive
from the Lord so we do not come to a
kind of ruin or poverty that the Lord never
ordained for us.
Finally, all men are debtors. We have such
a huge debt that we may never be able to
pay without Christ. Sin is a debt and its
payment calls for the death of the sinner
because without shedding of blood, there
can be no remission of sin. Therefore all
who reject Jesus will find out in the end
that their debts remain unpaid and they
will have to suffer the wrath, fierce anger
and judgment of God; first for their unpaid
debt and much more for rejecting God’s
offer of His only begotten son as the Lamb
that takes away the sins of the world.
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THE PROMISE OF
FRUITFULNESS
“He maketh the barren woman to
keep house, and to be a joyful
mother of children. Praise ye the
Lord” Psalm 113:9.
“And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth”
Genesis 1:28.
Family problems are many and
multifaceted in the world, but it is
encouraging to know that our God
is sufficient for all. Christ is
sufficient for every crisis. While the
urgent need in the family of the
widow we considered earlier is
financial need, that in our next two
messages is fruitfulness, specifically,
child-bearing. The attitude of the
woman God gave a son to in this
account, revealed that she has lost
all hopes and never in any way
expected the blessing. But God in
His infinite mercy visited her. He
will visit you.
We shall consider three subtopics
on this topic to learn from the
Shunem family’s graceful attitude
and disposition that attracted God’s
blessings into their lives:

The liberal soul shall be made fat: and
he that watereth shall be watered also
himself” Proverbs 11:24-25.

a candlestick: and it shall be, when he
cometh to us, that he shall turn in
thither” 2 Kings 4:9-10

Shunem lies between Samaria and
Carmel, a place where Elisha often pass
while on ministerial trip. A woman in
Shunem noticed Elisha’s routine trips to
Mount Carmel through her city and on
one occasion invited him to dinner.
After that it became a routine that he
turns in to dine with the family any time
he passes that way. Later the woman
convinced her husband to build a small
apartment next to their wall or fence and
furnish it with a bed, a table, a stool and
a candlestick where the man of God may
lodge before continuing on his journey.
The husband gave consent. The lesson
here is that those whom God has
prospered should be conscious of the
needs in other people’s lives and do all
they can to relieve them.
One of the best places to sow into for
bountiful harvest is to meet the needs of
the ministers of the gospel and their
ministry. Those who give to the poor
lent to the Lord, they shall be repaid.
Christ promised that those who give a
cup of cold water to the disciples for His
name’s sake shall not lose their reward.
We may never be able to meet the
needs of every needy in the world but
there are those beggars cast at our gates
and the way-fairing men who passes by
us continually. Those are our immediate
responsibility
to
relieve.
God
continuously watch our attitude to them.

The love and mutual respect which
existed between the Shunemite woman
and her husband created the right social
atmosphere for the man of God to live
with them and for God to visit them.
The husband of the woman trusted her
judgment and respected her opinion.
Also, ministers/believers should take
note that Shunem was a transit point for
Elisha; he knew it and used it as such.
This world is a transit point for heavenly
pilgrims we should not become settlers
in it to the point of forgetting our
mission and assignments.

1. Believing family’s concern for
others
2. Conducive atmosphere for divine
visitation and pilgrim’s satisfaction
with basics
3. Reciprocal caring and sharing
among believers
1. Believing family’s concern for
others

“And it fell on a day, that Elisha
passed to Shunem, where was a
great woman; and she constrained
him to eat bread. And so it was, that
as oft as he passed by, he turned in
thither to eat bread.” 2 Kings 4:8-10
“There is that scattereth, and yet
increaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet, but
it tendeth to poverty.

2. Conducive atmosphere for divine
visitation and pilgrims’ satisfaction with
basics

“And she said unto her husband,
Behold now, I perceive that this is an
holy man of God, which passeth by
us continually. Let us make a little
chamber, I pray thee, on the wall;
and let us set for him there a bed,
and a table, and a stool, and

3. Reciprocal caring and sharing among
believers
“And he said, What then is to be done

for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily
she hath no child, and her husband is
old. And he said, Call her. And when
he had called her, she stood in the
door. And he said, About this season,
according to the time of life, thou shalt
embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my
lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto
thine handmaid. And the woman
conceived, and bare a son at that season
that Elisha had said unto her, according
to the time of life” 2 Kings 4:14-17.
“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so
fulfil the law of Christ. ” Galatians 6:2
Elisha continued to ponder over how to
reciprocate this generous woman’s
kindness. He asked his servant Gehazi
for advice. It was then that Gehazi
informed him that these couples have
no child and her husband was old.
Elisha then invited her and informed
her that by the same time the following
year, she will embrace a son. Her
shocked reply was that the man of God
should stop lying to her. It was
obviously too good to be true. But it
happened as Elisha had prophesied.
The woman conceived and bore a son.
One good turn deserves another.
Sharing and caring should be done in a
reciprocal manner in the kingdom of
God. We must not receive and enjoy
the grace of God in vain. Neither
should we receive and enjoy hospitality
without thinking of a way by which we
can reciprocate the kindness and care of
our hosts.
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WHEN THE
UNEXPECTED HAPPEN
“And when the child was grown, it

fell on a day, that he went out to his
father to the reapers. And he said
unto his father, my head, my head.
And he said to a lad, Carry him to
his mother. And when he had taken
him, and brought him to his
mother, he sat on her knees till
noon, and then died” 2 Kings 4:1820.
When it seems as if the family in
Shunem has gained all their points
and lacked or need nothing, tragedy
struck. Their son died. It happened
on a certain day while he was with
his father on the field where hired
hands worked for him, reaping his
harvest. The child became ill. He
had an affliction in his head. His
father instructed a youth in the field
with him to take him to his mother.
His mother laid him on her lap and
nursed him but by midday he died
on her lap. The woman remained
calm, took the corpse into Elisha’s
room and laid him on his bed and
shut the door. She sent for an Ass
from her husband that will take her
to Mount Carmel where Elisha was.
When the husband inquired why
she needed to go to see the man of
God since it was neither New Moon
nor Sabbath, all she said was “it shall

be well”.
The first lesson here is for believers
to know that our journey while on
earth is with adversaries. For as long
as the devil is at work on earth and
for as long as we live on earth too,
we need to consistently and
continuously maintain vigilance
through prayers and watchfulness.
There is no single miracle that will
end all lives’ woes and troubles. The
general pattern is that sometimes the
end of one trouble marks the
beginning of another.
Sometimes the meeting of one need
opens the door for another need
that must be met. The scriptures
stated that we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom
of God. This underscores the need
to lean on God and depend on His

keeping and sustaining grace all the time.
We must also take serious the prayers
Christ taught, that we should daily and
regularly pray for protection from
temptation and against evil or the wicked
one.
There are other lessons we can learn from
this family’s experience that can help us
cope in dignified God-honoring way when
the unexpected happen.
We shall consider three subtopics:
1. The necessity of vigilance
2. Confession of faith
3. Full recovery and restoration

Areas where children are particularly
vulnerable are in disease prevention as
well as prompt and adequate care
when ill. In this context the attitude of
the father to this boy leaves much to
be desired when the boy became ill.
Absenteeism by parents, indifference
to their problems and needs,
preoccupation with business activities
to the detriment of proper and
adequate attention to the problems
and needs of children by their parents
could undermine and truncate the
promising future that God has for our
children.

1. The necessity of vigilance
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your

adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour”: 1 Peter 5:8
This story teach us that whatever blessing
or miracle we receive from the Lord, we
have responsibility of proper oversight or
care towards it. Getting a miracle from the
Lord is one thing, keeping and enjoying it
is another. We must understand that the
devil is an enemy on the prowl. If he
cannot prevent us from getting a miracle,
he will try to do everything within his
power to make sure that the miracle did
not last or stand the test of time; or that
we do not enjoy it. The same tenacity of
purpose, dedication and consecration with
faith in God and obedience to His word
that attracted a miracle to us and made us
beneficiaries of divine mercies we still
need to keep such miracle and enjoy it.

Children are God’s gifts and those who
have received from the Lord have the
responsibility of proper and adequate
care, love and protection as well as
balanced, responsible upbringing towards
the children that God has given to us
Training up our child in a God-fearing
manner requires time, resources and
energy.

This man was more preoccupied with
increasing his substance and wealth
than in caring for his sick child. Even
when his wife sent to him that she was
going to look for the man of God, her
husband never specifically asked after
the sick child that he sent to her
earlier. He was lost in a world of
business and money making adventure
at the detriment of the health of his
son.
The care the Shunemite woman took
of his sick son and her attitude after
the son died on her laps was
commendable and should be emulated
by all believing mothers. Where it
became obvious that we have got to
our wits end in practical care, in crisis
or during ill-health, we can trust God
and allow our faith to take charge and
trust God for recovery of our family
members to sound health. Faith goes
beyond human activities or ability. The
response of faith touches and moves
God into action. Faith honours God
and God in turn always honours our
faith.
2. Confession of faith
“Run now, I pray thee, to meet her,

and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is
it well with thy husband? is it well with
the child? And she answered, It is
well:” 2 Kings 4:26
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“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be

not dismayed; for I am thy God: I
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the
right hand of my righteousness”
Isaiah 41:10.

“And Jesus answering saith unto
them, Have faith in God. For verily I
say unto you, That whosoever shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart,
but shall believe that those things
which he saith shall come to pass; he
shall have whatsoever he saith.
Therefore I say unto you, What
things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye
shall have them” Mark 1:22-24.

husband that it shall be well. She told
Gehazi that it is well and eventually
things went well with her. Our
confession in difficult moments should
bare testimony to our faith in God and
our commitment to Him.
[

3. Full restoration and recovery
“And I will restore to you the years that

the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm,
and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm,
my great army which I sent among you.
And ye shall know that I am in the midst
of Israel, and that I am the Lord your
God, and none else: and my people
shall never be ashamed” Joel 2:25, 27.

The measure of faith in any believer
comes to the surface in crisis
moment by how we respond. If we
faint in the day of adversity, it is an
evidence that our faith is small. We
may need to look up to God and wait
on Him to increase our strength.
The faith of this Shunemite woman
becomes recognized first by the calm,
composed and determined manner
she responded to the death of her
son. It can also be seen by the clarity
of mind and the deliberate steps and
actions that followed the death of her
son. We saw practically how faith
took over the management of the
crisis situation. We need such a faith
in God that can demonstrate holy
boldness and great calmness in crisis
situation. Jesus demonstrated this
when on the sea with His disciples
and the boat in which they are
travelling was about to capsize. We
also see such faith demonstrated by
Peter when he was detained by
Herod and was to be killed on the
following day. Our ability to remain
calm and composed; and to act
deliberately in a God-honouring
manner when we come under fire
because of our faith in God is an
index of the measure of faith in God
and spiritual stamina that we have.
The Shunemite woman’s faith took
charge at that crisis moment and
opened her eyes to what to do, where
to do it and how to do it. Not only
that, the woman’s confession was a
confession of faith. She told her

The first thing Elisha did in response to
this woman’s situation was to ask his
servant to go and lay his staff on the
dead child. Events that followed showed
that this did not yield any result. The
reason was not explained in the passage.
It is obvious from the account that we
must be focused on God for precise
leading and direction when trying to
solve a problem.
Although our ministry may benefit from
and be impacted upon by others we
understudy, although there may be
things we can learn from our mentors
that we can adopt and that can help
enhance or improve our own ministry,
in the final analysis, we must realize that
God ordain distinctiveness in every
minister or ministry, just like the
individuality of persons created by God.

All human beings look alike but are
individually and distinctively different
in some respects. Such is the ministry
that God gives us. We must allow God
to guide us regarding how He wanted
us to handle every situation requiring
our attention in ministry. We must
always wait on God to receive fresh
illumination and guidance from Him.
Since the woman desired Elisha’s
personal presence and insisted, Elisha
followed her. When he got to her
house, he found the dead child laid
upon his bed. He shut the door and
began praying for restoration of his life.
He laid on him as Elijah had earlier
done. The first time he did so, the
child’s body warmed up. He kept on
praying. By the second time he
stretched himself upon the child; the
child sneezed seven times and opened
his eyes. He summoned his mother
and handed him over to her alive.
Both in the Old and New Testament
we witnessed God’s power and ability
to raise the dead. God’s power to give
life to the dead or dying is still the
same today. Jesus stated that He is the
resurrection and life, those who come
to Him shall never die and if they do
they shall live again. Jesus is ever the
same Hebrew 13:8. There is a lesson
in this passage concerning the need to
persevere in prayers. It we do we shall
see results. The child’s restoration to
life and recovery came in stages. It is
sometimes so when we desire and pray
for miracles from the Lord. Sometimes
we receive instantaneous miracles, at
other times, the healing comes in
stages. Be steadfast in faith and
persevere in prayers. God will answer
Therefore, my beloved brethren,
you!

be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord”.
1 Corinthians 15:58

For more info on the Mission, log on
to: www.watchmanoutreachmission.org
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Susanna Wesley (Nee Annesley),
the 25th child of Dr. Annesley, was
born to his second wife Mary White
on 20th January 1669. Little could the
family dream that she would become
the mother of John and Charles
Wesley,
the
founders
of
worldwide Methodism. Susanna was
an "old lady of 19" (almost a late
marriage in those days) when she
became the wife of Samuel Wesley,
an Anglican minister.
The Wesley family traced their
lineage to the 10th century, but
ancestry did little to help solve the
problems of their forty-four year
marriage. They suffered illness,
disease, poverty, and the death of
children. Fire twice destroyed their
home. But through it all Susanna
accepted the will of God and placed
herself and her family in His hands.
Politically Samuel and Susanna were
both Tories (conservatives), but
while Samuel accepted William of
Orange as King William III,
Susanna considered James II to be
the true king. Once in 1701 Susanna
refused to say "Amen" to Samuel's
prayer for King William. Tension
ensued. Samuel left for London as a
Convocation proctor for a year. He
returned in 1702 when Queen
Anne,
whom
they
both
acknowledged as the legitimate
sovereign, came to the throne. So in
a real sense, we might say that John
was the child of their reconciliation.
Susanna bore between seventeen
and nineteen children; ten survived.
The frequent absences of her
husband because of church business
left the management of the
household in her hands. Through it
all she remained a steadfast
Christian who taught not only
through the Scriptures, but through
her own example of daily trust in
God. She once wrote that she can
only have repose, peace and joy of
loving the Lord and being loved by
Him when she knows “God
experientially” and “ her heart

perceive and know Him to be
supremely good; (and) her only
happiness”

MISSIONARY OF THE
MONTH
SUSANNA WESLEY
1669-1742

SONG OF THE MONTH
O GIVE US HOME
1. O give us homes built firm upon the Saviour,
Where Christ is Head, and Counsellor and Guide;
Where ev’ry child is taught His love and favor
And gives his heart to Christ, the crucified:
How sweet to know that tho’ his footsteps waver
His faithful Lord is walking by his side!
2. O give us homes with godly fathers, mothers,
Who always place their hope and trust in Him;
Whose tender patience turmoil never bothers,
Whose calm and courage trouble cannot dim;
A home where each finds joy in serving others,
And love still shines, tho’ days be dark and grim.

The children were raised strictly. They
were taught to cry softly, to eat what was
put before them, and not to raise their
voices or play noisily. Physical
punishment was used, but confession of
faults could avoid it. All but one of the
children learned to read from the age of
five, including the girls. (Susanna made it
a rule for herself to spend an hour a day
with each of the children over the period
of a week.) After the fire of 1709 family
discipline broke down, but Susanna
managed to restore it later. She paid
special attention to John, who was almost
lost in the fire. John referred to himself
as "a brand plucked from the burning
fire," and his mother said that she
intended to be more particularly careful
of the soul of this child that God has so
mercifully provided for her.
It is said that at the age of six or seven
John thought he would never marry
"because I could never find such a
woman as my father had." After Samuel
Wesley died in 1735, Susanna lived with
her children, especially, in her last year,
with John. She died on July 23, 1742
and was buried in London's Bunhill
Fields, where John Bunyan and Isaac
Watts are also buried. Her sons won
tens of thousands of souls to Christ. She
would not have wished for more.
SCRIPTURE FOR MEDITATION
" The LORD shall increase you more
and more, you and your children.."
Psalm 115:14

3. O give us homes where Christ is Lord and Master,
The Bible read, the precious hymns still sung;
Where prayer comes first in peace or in disaster,
And praise is natural speech to ev’ry tongue;
Where mountains move before a faith that’s vaster,
And Christ sufficient is for old and young.
4. O Lord, our God, our homes are Thine forever!
We trust to Thee their problems, toil, and care;
Their bonds of love no enemy can sever
If Thou art always Lord and Master there:
Be Thou the center of our least endeavor:
Be Thou our Guest, our hearts and homes to
share.

Author: Babara B. Hart

“And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every
living thing that moveth upon the
earth”. Genesis 1:28
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